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Byline
vertible, and how they huppened to go, nel to Gerald Sweat's
house, but o Lake Lorma Doone, to swim in the nude, to
climb on the dock, io .

Probably, sodomy is what they were doing. The Florida
Bar decided |t was, and the Florida Supreme Court decided it
was, and Harris Kimball now freely admits to being gay.

But he could hardly be expected 1o admit to [t then, as a
promigng young Lawyer only several months into practice in
Lake County and Orange County. They were burning crosses
that year in front of the houses of “niggerdovers” in Lake
County

THE VERY AFTEENNON of the nlght Harris Kimball ran
into Gerald Sweat at Pai Lee's bar, Joe Jenkins, the Command-
er of the American Legion in Florida, had testifed belore the
House Appropriations Commilter up in Tallahassee and told
them that there were 600 “known Communists™ in the state.
Joe Jenkins was trylag to gef the commitiee fo appropriate
some maney fo nvestigate them with,

This was 1955, the decade that saw the Charley Johns Com-
mittee go rooting and pawing its way through the state univer-
system, looking for Communists and homosexuals. This was
not an indulgent time, not a tolerant time in Florida and Orlan
o

S0 the first thing Harris Kimball did was deny it. The sec-
ond thing he did, from the jall, was to call the man he worked
for, lawyer J. Russell Hornshy. J. Russell Hornsby, a man of
ambition and actlen, ealled and woke p lawyer Frank Taylor,
wha went over 1o Hornshy's house and made same calls of his
own, Hornsby and Taylor say they really don’t remember
much about that night, say they must not have been lnvolved.

BUT WHAT THEY IND was to work out o deal with the
city attorney or the state aliormey or semeone fo have the
charge reduced frem lewd and indecent conduct with another
male in a public place ta something lke simply disorderly con-
duct, in exchange for which Harris Kimball agreed to leave,
town,

J. Russell Hormsby heaved a sigh of relief, and then he and
Frank Taylor went back to bed, and Harris Kimball went hame
to pack.

When J. Russell Hornsby and Frank Taylor got up later
that morning and returned to the practice of law. fo the bisi
ness of acquiring reputations and diamond rings and large fine
cnrs, Harris Kimball was gone.

HE WENT TO MIAMIL, where he discovered that every ap
plication 1o a law lirm met the same response. [ndtial enthusi.
asm and then a cold shoulder. The charge was siill on the
books. It had not been reduced and it never has been yeb.

Al age 28, alter one year of practicing law, Harris Kimball
became professionally unemployable. And when The Florida
Bar heard about it, it began an investigation

It did not matter so much that Harris Kimball had in edlect
pleaded po contest to a criminal charge by forfeiting his bond.

THE CHARGE was only the tipoff. The point was that be
might actually have done what he was charged with. To prac-
tice law, you have to be a member of The Bar, and The Bar
has its standards. One of them is that s members must nol be

The dock (near bushes, far

known 1o do anything *'contrary to good merals” The Bar de-
cides what “good morals™ are, and The Bar decided that Har-
ris Kimball bad committed sodomy, and that sodomy was con-
trary to good merals.

In March of 1957, alier considering Harris Kimball's two
known offenses against soclety, a speeding ticket and a morals
charge, The Florida Bar disbarred him.

He gave up and went to New York, where for 16 years he
scrounged a succession of jobs that paid him considerably less
than he was trained to samn.

FINALLY, IN A PERIOD of unemployment, Harris Kim-
ball decided that that was all a lof of crap. He stodied the New
York State Bar for admission, A lawyer named Jereminh Gui-

30 Petersinrg Times Phote by Dwdiey Coonsinen

shore] on Lake Lorna Doone

man look the case for the American Civil Liberties Unlon, aml
aller three years of fighting they made history. The New York
Court of Appeals last year decided that a homosexual named
Harris Kimball was still a good enough man 1o belang tp the
New York Bar. sodomist or not

This, as [ say, is the first time the story has seen print in
Florida, and would seem 1o be the story’s end. It isn'l.

Because The Florida Bar has a new applicant, o 48-vear-ald

member of the New York Bar named Harris Kimball, He is
asking the Federal District' Court in Fort Lauderdale to rule
that being gay doss not mean that a man cannot be a good and |
honest lawyer.

A gay lawyer. Big deal.
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‘Westchester is one big gay closet.... Even
though I'm out of the closet | can't give my
last name because I'd lose my job."

SUNDAY, Magazine, Sunday. November 27, 1977
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e e e e
‘The struggle with admitting to yourself
that you're gay is the struggle of finding
where you're going to fit into society. You
don't belong anymore. You don't have the
protection of being in a sanctioned
relationship.’
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Owen had to be promiscuous, pursuing
one-night stands, not lasting relationships.

It was the only way he could satisfya £
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Gay lawyer seeks to resume legal practice in state

TALLAHASSEE — (UPI) -;’WI K:'n‘: = 3 ?L:I:FIII;;:”H:H. black who "":»'.W
ball, disbarred in Florida in 1 or o b 4 3 1 1 18 1 it in to win admission to
ball, dutarred in Florie 10 10" e - T he larger issue in this case, purely and simply is justice. O InCAigS T i fioion i e
Court mld let him prﬁl:::ﬁnuh:; : SN ‘1"‘.‘.’..“"“’" mne Court ruled in lmlmlul:wmwm
cause 4 disbarmen| al ly earned degree,
place today. ' i — e oo should not have to pass the bar exam to
‘The Florida Bar has agreed ‘hgﬁ:}m == e o p";"“",',f':m" oy D
moral character of Kimball, once an in- *You think you can compare .
do , o longer is in question, but it have to put in an enormous amount of en-  order him readmitted to the Florida Bar.  after being out of the state for so long. Hawkins?™" Justice Ben Overton said to
‘wants required to pass the bar exam  ergy and effort in order to pass the Florida  He is now seeking bar approval for his re- mquuﬁma!mm?_ﬂlslquknnw}- Jepeway,
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to prove that he still has the knowledge &;oel:an," mum;l‘flm Miami, ul%lsrlnn. e N o roblemh\:i‘;?m

necessary to be a lawyer. wi representing Kim n his appeal. mball’s moral character no longer Supreme Court during argumen p Jepeway's arguments,
Kimball, whn.manmiu New York “The question is not whether he could question, bar officials say. because the “The larger issue in this case, purely and “The bar recommended that he take the

law practice, asked the Supreme Court last  pass. The question is whether he should be  courts have ruled that homosexuality be-  simy bar exam not because he's a homosexual,

-
i
3
£
g
E
:

Friday to order him re-admitted to the bar  required to do so0," Jepeway said. tween consenting adults s none of a bar's  barred for something that would not be ~ but because of the time he's been away
without having to pass the tough examina-  Kimball, who calls himself “this coun- business. grounds for disbarment today, so it isn't  from Florids practice,” Alderman said.
tion. try's first lawyer to publicly acknowledge But they say he should have to pass the  right or far that he be subjected to the ar- ‘The bar is trying to do its job and “pro-

“Any attorney who's been away from his gay or " tried fully bar exam because he probably has “mini-  dors of the bar exam, he reasoned. tect the public,” he sald. “That's the only
law school for more than five years would eight years ago to get a federal court to mal competency” on speclal Florida law Jepeway likened Kimball's case to that  issue, so let’s stick to that.”
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