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. it's absurd to
believe that gay peo-
ple, in one oceupation
or another, are going
to be determinedly in-
ducing others to follow
their lifestyle.”

1'm not wholly fFamiliar with the
language of these bills, but 1
would certainly support measures
barring discrimination against

gays.

A lot af politicians are terrified
af the gay rights issue. It's an |
untouchable, no-win cause. Are
they correct, or is there political
mileage in seeking the gay vore?

I support equal rights for gay
people because I believe it's right,
not because 1 see in it some politi-
cal advantage, The dangers are
there, but if you start weighing
your decisions on political advan-
tage or disadvantage, then you be-
come simply an opportunist.

Governor Brown seemis very ner-
vous about the subject.

Mmm. I think it should be ob-
vious to everybody that pay com-
munities around the country have
become well-organized and exer-
cise & lot of political muscle. 1 just
hope they'll do more in that way
and get more involved in the poli-
tical system. |

You see growing social approval
of homosexualitg?

I thinkso .

Yeta Gaﬂup poll says about }mff
the population supports equal job
oppartunity for gay people, and
two-thirds don't want them teach-
ing their kids.

I can only say there has been a
marked change in the five years
I've been in politics, In my first
election campaign, my opponent
Roger Arnebergh tried to smear
me by saying I supported gays and
had advertised in The ADVO:-
CATE. That backfired. T was elec-
ted by 15 per cent of the vote. And
today, politicians don’t fear that
backlash. When I ran in ‘73 I was
the only one seeking gay support.
Today, you can find any number
of candidates secking that sup-

ort.

Whar was the reaction to your
apinion about hiring gay people
onthe LAPD?

Some people feared it was going
to be my Gittelson ruling—you
know Mark Gittelson, the busing
Judge who was knocked out of of-
fice by his integration ruling. But
we had very few hate letters. The
signs were that the vast majority
accepted it as right. [ see a real
growth in tolerance and under-
standing over the past five years.

_ Saome gay leaders fear a new
backlash aver the Anita Bryant
erusade,

1 don't think she's picking up
major support at all. She's preach-
ing to the converted, the people
who d\nught like her in the first
plac:

Wou.*d you like to sum up?
Anything to add?

1 think I've stood up and been
counted. 1 was one of the few pub-
lic prosecutors to support the Wil-
lie Brown bill—in direct opposi-
tion to Ed Davis's position. [
haven't given favored treatment to
gays because they haven't asked
for it. Al that the community has
sought is equal treatment and
equal opporiunity under the law. @

The ADVOCATE, June 14,1978
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establish the rights, peeds and
obligations of gay health providers
on the job; to define the current
federal impact on pay people's
mental and physical health and to
suggest future changes."

Registration made before March
31 costss 320 for a  working
professional and $5 for a student.
The charge for late registration will
be slightly highet. Checks are
payable to National Gay Health
Conference; 55 West 26th St., No.
402, New York, NY 10010; For
additional information, call Caitlin
Ryan, director/coordinator, (212)
7250114, In California call Ann
Polivka, (415} 524-6625,

Twin Cities Gay Rights
Body: Business Slow
Minneapolis; one of 40 American
cities with a gay rights ordinance,
has alsa had a gay woman and man
as members: of the Civil Rights

Commission since late |978;

The appointments were orlg:nal-
ly made by Mayor Al Hofstede in
respanse to pressure from the Min-
nesota Committee for Gay Rights
and the Lesbian Feminist Organ-
izing Ci i The gay ¢
sionersare mental health counselor
Par Schamus and atorney Dan
Hanson. Though Mayor Hofstede
-signed the gay right ordinznce inta
law in 1974, he has grown no-
ticeably cool toward gay rights
since that time. Commissioners
‘Schamus and Hanson bath reporr

that no gay-related human rights
violations have been brought o

“the commission.
“Awarensss of gay issues is low
among the other eommissioners,

according  to Schamus  and
Hanson, whe say  they have
focused on:  educating  their

colleagues, To assist in this, the
commission is spansoting/a survey

of the gay community under the
dircciion. of Gay Community
Services of Minneapalis.

be declared unconsticutional,

The ACLU claims the courc mar-
tial conviction was based upon un-
constitutional grounds, including
ahndgcmcnt of privacy and sexual
privacy, and discriminatory prose:
cution. The ACLU will argue that
not only are sexual acts between
consenting adults protected by the
Constitution, bur that Hatheway
was convicted of violating a section
of the military code—prohibiting
all acts of sodomy—that is never
enforced against  heterosexuals,
thereby  denying  homosexuals
equal protection of the law.

The complain also charges that
the government illegally used
elecrronic and nonelectronic -sur-
veillance against both the defend-
ant and his attorneys.

Voeller Answers Charges
Recent allegations made by the
Gay Activist Alliance of New York
thar Bruce Vioeller was using a ser-
ies of debates with California state
Sen. John PBriggs for self-aggran-
dizement and to give Briges free
publicity drew a response from
Voeller, former co-execudve di-
tectar of the National Gay Task
Force and a founding member of
GAANY.

Voeller maintains that the de-
“hates educate consecvative, hetero-
sexual audiences about homosex-
uality. “Each rime [ speak I observe
the audience shift from coolness
toward me to openness and then
supportiveness,” said Vioeller.

My experience is not-that |
provide Sen, Briggs with a plac-
form," said Voeller, “but rather
that Sen. Briggs pmwdcs me with

Documentation,  a
Houston Gy

Operation
project of the
Palitical Eaucus:

The program is designed to solicit
reporting on alleged activities on
the part of the Houston Police
Deparcment,  including  harass-
ment, entrapment, raids or illegal
suryetllance.

To participate call the Operation
Documentation office ar (713) 526-
2879; the American Civil Liberties
Unian ap (T13) 524-3925; or the
Houston Human Rights League ar
{713} 523-6969. Case numbers, not
names, will be used in rthe
presentation of testimony,

Ottawa Center Gutted
A fire which destroyed - several
retail  businesses  in awa
{Ontario) Feb. 17 also gutted the
Gays Of Orrawa headquarters.

The blaze—one of several recent
local fires—hurned the gay group's
office equipment and furniture, as
well a5 seven years' of files.

Far information contact Gays Of
Otrawa, Box 2919, Station D, Or
tawa, Ontario, KI.P 5W9, Cansda-,

Nevada Antigay Bill
Now in Committee
A bill currently before the Nevada
state senate Judiciary Committee
would bdd a $5000 fine w
conviction for same-sex consensual
acts. Conyicrion is now o felony
with a penalty of one to six years.
The antigay provision is parr of
an omnibug criminal revision bill.
Committee members have report-
edly agreed not to discuss any
"snbsmmm: changes" in the bill
bers of the committee include

an audience  to ne
could not pull into the room by
myself," .

S.F. Newcomer's Group
A new service Tor gay men
relocating in San Francisco has
been opened by two men after
research into the needs of

| NEWCOMErs.

“It's a stressful ome for many,"
says Peter Corleton, who founded
the service with Bob Reps. “We

—John Chester  focus on key resources for finding
Shas employment, friends, a plnce o

Head Q“—‘-‘S_LAGCSC live, medical service and so on.
Dick Hingson, director of the Los. ("wup workshops and individual
Angeles Gay © Y Services: ling are available. A
Center since 1977, has a ed hlet  called Be

his resignation effeceive June 1,
1979 '
Rand Schrader, president of the
center’s hoard of directors, praised
Hingson for the growth of the
center under his leadership. “The
GCSC = now one of the largest
social service arganizations for gay
women and men, if not the largest.
More than 4,000 people are assisted
each month with health, housing,

employment and legal problems,”

said Schrader.

Candidates to- replace Hingson
must have adminiscrative exper-
ence and be capable of handling a
staff of 80 and a large budger. Ap-
plicants may submit resumes to
Rand Schrader, president, Bourd of
Directors, GCSC, Box 38777, Hol-
lywoad, CA 90038,

Gay Court Martial
Suit Filed by ACLU
The American’ Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) filed a complaint
March 6 in LS, District Court in
San Francisco asking for reversal of
a court martial conviction in' a;
hompsexual sodomy case.

The ACLU is asking thar charges

against Army Le. Joseph Hathe-

‘way, who was dishonorably dis-
charged for sexual misconduct 10

days before ending his tour of duty,

Prtpured fnr San Fruncisco is also
available. For information write
Box 31668, San Francisco, CA
94131, For lacal Inquiries call (415)
648-5948 ar (415) 221-3333 exr. 468,

Openly Gay Rabbi
In San Francisco
The members of Congregation
Sha'ar Zahav in San Francisco
appointed Allen B, Bennett March
2 to serve as their rabbi.

Bennett, who is the first rabbi to
publicly acknowledge thar he is
gay, was ordained at the Hebrew
Union  College in  Cincinnari
(Ohic). Before coming to San
Francisco, Bennett served as rabbi
in Rochester (Minnesota) and as
Jewish chaplain to patients in local
hospitals and clinics:

In addition o his new duties or
Sha'ir Zahav, Bennett is pursuing a
doctoral degree ar the Graduate
Thcologncal Union in Berkeley,
(An interview with Bennett will
appear in the next issue of The
ADVOCATE:)

Houston Study Seeks
Data on Antigay Bias
Evidence to be used in testimony

fater this year hefore the U.S.

Deparement of Justice Civil Rights
Commission is being sought by

chairperson Mel Close (D-Las Ve-
‘gas), vice chairperson. Willlam
Hernstade (D-Las Vegas), Don
Ashworth (D-Las Vegas), Jean
Ford (D-Las Vegas), Mike Sloan
(D-Las Vegas), Carl Dodge (R-
Fallon),  William  Raggio . (R-
Wachoe).

If chie bill is passed by the senute,
it will go to the Assembly Judiciary
Committee, chaired. by Karen
Hayes, an opponent of gay rights.

Agnos Urges Calif.
Commission on Gays
California stare Asemblyman Are
Agrios (D-8an Francisco) has called
on Gov. Brown to create 1 high-
level commission on the status of

gay people.

The purpose of the commission,
along the lines of similar bodies see
up by the governors of Oregan and
Pennsylvania, would be
“eonduct. facrual research and ser
down an unbiased account of the
issue of gay civil rights,” Agnos
said. )

Agnos said the commission was
necessary because of “the contin-
ued distortions, misconceptions
and stcréutyping of gay people ini
tiated in the mass media by Anita
Bryant in Miami and brought o
California by Sen. Briggs through
Prop. 6." Agnos told the governor
that the California Commission on
Sexual Orientation “would provide
a dignified, prestigious forum™ for
& PR o

now  fn

Agnos's action was prompred in
part by a recent commirtee defeat
of a gay jobs discrimination bill in
the state senate. Agnos is SPOnSor
ing an identical measure in the
assembly (see story this issue).

Capitol sources said Gov. Brown
would probably be unwilling 10
name such a commission. “We're
the era of the New
Discipline,” said the source, "and
anything that. costs raxpayers
money is our.™

The ADVOCATE, April 19, 1979
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Being Gay
Hasn't Hurt
His Career

Los l\?l.l.l.?ﬁ mrr -
Schrader,

s o
v gAY |
i nd[.lmk

uu that despite the dis-
erimination homesexuals
samelimes encounter, his
homosexuality has nol hurt his
legal caroer

It hasn't handered my ca-
reer | have managed Lo be
judged by the work | do as a
lawyer. And | am mare than
willing to #iand on that. the ¥-
year-uld depety cily atloroey
sald in an isterview Thursday
after his appostiiment

Schrader. began with the city
.uum 5 olfice in W, e

eriminal law. In 109, be was
named o bead the appellate
division

His experience, keen mind,
and compassionate bempera-
ment will make him an ex-
cellent judge.” said City Al-
torney Burt Pines

Schrader, appanied 10 Be
Municipal Court bench, earned
s Law degree 31 UCLA i 1972
He also atteoded UCLA as an
undergraduate

He 1 presidest ol the Gay
Community Services t‘mtﬁ

Laschs, who became the nation's
irst openly gay judge with m'
appointment last

Saperior Coart, also serves m
the center s board of direciors

| ‘came ot when | was in
Law school,* Schrader sad. |
thik it freed me It gives me
more energy becasse | don't
use it fo hige the fact that I'm
a5, You pay a price shea you
do — and | won't do that

Bt e added that being gay
will mot atfect his work as &
rodge

Heing gay is mot going 1o
make me @ better adge — and
1t's ot going to Make & woese
judge,” Schrader said. “[ have
worked hard and | intend W
work hard as & judge | enjoy
it
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Gays Find
Acceptance
Is Growing

By KEVIN RODERICK,
Times Staff Writer

Rand Schrader, a Los Angeles
Municipal judge who is gay, sur-
veyed the packed Beverly Hills
ballroom one night last fall and had
to feel good about the state of the
homosexual community.

About 900 people, mostly profes-
sionals and mostly gay, had paid
$200 each to dine and dance and
raise a bundle of money for the Gay
and Lesbian Services Center of Los
Angeles, the nation’s largest social
agency run by and for homosexuals.

It was the best turnout ever at a
center fund-raiser, and Schrader
was introducing his parents to
friends. “My parents haven't missed
a center dinner in five years,” he
said proudly.
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and Schrader, 38, was named to the Los Angeles

Municipal Court by former Gov. Edmund G.

Jr., who appointed five openly gay judges
Francisco.

1 didn't want to be gay, although I think I knew that I
was. I'd been resisting it for the last four years.

“] didn't see any people who seemed like me. That's
what 1 was looking for. 1 believed in the civil rights
movement. I believed in the anti-war movement. But I
wasn't comfortable because being gay was always
gnawing at me and those movements were not
necessarily hospitable for openly gay people.

“l wanted to
find gay
whnl were like
me. It was going
to be very hard
for me to say that
being gay meant
1 had to be with a
whole different
class or type of

His coming-
out process was
eased when he
discovered that
he could be gay
and still have in-

friends

tellectual
whofellﬂtﬂem .
R’:s; law, the FITZOERALD WHITNEY / Los Angeles Times

Judge Rand Schrader

are all kinds of gay people. They're some of the
brightest, most able people I know.”

Schrader living in gay men's collectives around
Los Angeles. men at one collective had decided that
Los Angeles needed a gay services center and proceed-
ed to start one that has become a prototype for gay
community organizing.

‘When he was designated as
protest against Barney's Beanery, a West Hollywood
lanviinark which at the time displayed a sign saying that
gay® were not allowed, the lime came to tell his parents.

“They were wonderful about it. They have been and

spokesman for a gay

are wonderful.”

After law school, he was hired by Los Angeles City
Atty. Burt Pines as the first openly gay staff lawyer in
the office.

Like many gays, Schrader considers it important to be
open and to show society that gays are not like their
stereotypical image.

He and his lover at the time held a cocktail party at

their home for judges, and the gay issue was so
non-controversial that one of the judges sent a note
asking Schrader to thank “Mrs. Schrader” for such a
nice party. He has also held parties for gay law students
to show them that there are happy, successful gay
attorneys and judges in Los Angeles.
* “We're raised to think that homosexuals are sick, to
fear they will compromise your virtue in the area we are
most uncomfortable with, our sexuality. It's just like, I
suppose, all of those things in generations past that
white people were told about black people, ‘They'll do
all those terrible things to you." Well, of course that's
not true, nor is it true about gay people.” Choosing to
live a homosexual life is far more than deciding with
whom to have sex. Schrader says it is deciding how to
organize your life, with whom to socialize and whether
to be truthful with the people in your life.

“Most people don't advertise they are gay.” Judge
Schrader said. “They don't go around and say, ‘Hello,
I'm gay'. They say, ‘Hello, I'm Randy.’ But you usually
reach a point in a friendship where it must be told.

“If it's something social, it eventually comes out.

“Wherever I've gone, I've been open about being gay.
And when [ leave, people may not like me but they're
not afraid of me.”

aura Esquivel, 25, has a daughter, Andrea, who just

started kindergarten in the San Fernando Valley.

'She had gotten pregnant al age 18 when she and
her lover decided that they would stay together forever.
They were proud to be lesbians and very much in love.

“It was the big one. We were going to stay together
forever and ever, 'til death do us part,’ and we wanted a
family. You know how at 18 you think you are so in love?
I had always wanted to be a mother, so there was never
any question about who was going to get pregnant.”

The relationship with her lover broke up when the
baby was three months old. But she has few regrets.

“The hardest part about getting pregnant was how to
doit.”

Like many other single women who decide to have
babies, she found a friend whom she considered a
suitable father. He came from a large family and was
willing to impregnate Esquivel and give up rights to

—
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JUDY GRAEME

Leaders of the Los Angeles gay community at Beverly Hilton benefit are,
left to right, Duke Comegys, Bel-Air art collector and major fund-raiser;
Sheldon Andelson, banker and University of California regent; Teresa de
Crescenzo, chairwoman of the California Board of Behavioral Science
Examiners; Stephen Schulte, former director of the Gay and Lesbian
Community Service Center; Betty Berzon, Studio City therapist; Stephen
Lachs, Superior Court judge, and Rand Schrader, Municipal judge.

& Clipped By:
tomcoleman
Tue, Feb 22, 2022

Copyright © 2022 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. News"



Newspapers
by Blancestry

The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) - 25 Nov 1991, Mon - Page 280

Downloaded on Feb 22, 2022

By TRACY WILKINSON
TIMES STAFE WRITER

As onc of the few openly gay
Judges in California and chairman
of the Los Angeles County AIDS
Commission, Rand Schrader has
been a ground breaker, an outspa-
ken champion of gay and lesbian
causes, a leader in his community.

Today the Municipal Court judge
is facing a new challenge, the most
daunting of his life: Fle has AIDS.

Schrader, onc of Southern Cali-
fornia's most prominent gay activ-
ists, disclosed in an interview that
doctors recently diagnosed his dis-
ease. Lasl month, he devcloped
Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia, a

taking its toll.

Speaking frankly and at times
with emotion, Schrader, 46, said he
decided to go public with the news
to show that men and women who
contract AIDS can continue to

sign that the deadly discase is.

Municipal Court Judge Faces the Challenge of AIDS

m Disease: Rand Schrader says he's going public to
show that stricken people can live productive lives.

work and live productive lives.

“It’s tremendously important
that people who are suffering from
HIV, people who have AIDS, don't
get the message that they have to
give up,” Schrader said. “Or retire.
Or hide from the world. They can't
feel that others won't accept
them."”

In a world where discrimination
and misinformation about AIDS
abound, Schrader said he hoped his
continued presence on the Munici-
pal Cburt bench will show people
that AIDS sufferers neced not be
segregated in-a corner but that “we
arc right here in the midst of
everybody.” ) ;

The disclosure of his illness is

yet another sign of how the disease’

has erept into all walks of life. And
Schrader's announcement, his sup-
porters say, is likely to have an
impact beyond the gay community

* because the judge is active and well

known in a number of other circles:
local politics, United Way fund

raising, the legal profession.

Schrader, in an interview last
week in his chambers at the down-
town Criminal Courts Building,
said his doctor expects him to
recover fully from the pneumonia
that landed him in a hospital for six
days last month, He returned to
part-time work last week, and
planned to resume full-time duties
today.

“As long as I feel that I can do it,
as long as I feel I can listen to cases
and apply the law and be impartial,
then I will continue to do this,”
Schrader said. L

At its busiest, his calendar can be
packed with 20 cases, most of
which are felony preliminary hear-
ings.

AIDS takes an unpredictable
coursge. Sometimes those who con-
tract it live in good health for
years; in other cases, they struggle
from disease to disease.

The pneumonia was the first
opportunistic infection to hit

.08 AngelesTimen

;Municipal Court Judge Rand
Schrader since he tested positive '[Schrader, who recently. learned -

for the-human immunodeficiency that he has AIDS, plans to con-
Plense sce SCHRADER, B7 tinue his work on the bench.
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Continued from BG
virus, which causes AIDS, more
than two years agp. Schrader said
he and his companion of nine years,
businessman David Bohnett, decid-
ed to have themselves tested then
as a precaution. Bohnett is healthy,
Schrader said,

said court
tors and other colleagues with
‘whom he haa shared the news have
been “150%" supportive. These are
uncharted waters for court officiala
because this appears Lo be the first
time in California that a judge has
served on the bench with AIDS,

“1 comm Judge Schrader's
decision to astep forward and an-
nounee his AIDS nosis,” Mu-
nicipal Court Presiding Judge Karl
'W. Jaeger said in a prepared state-
ment. “He has demonstrated great
courage in his willingness to speak
a%t on behalf of all persons with
AIDS."

For the last four years,
Municipal Court has had an nnu-
discr policy that
AIDS sufferers. Court officials are
hoping that the policy, and educa-
tional programs provided to em-
ployees, wl.ll help to prevent nn_\r

Schrnder'snnnmnmmml..
Schrader, a thin, slightly balding
man who wears glasses, said he
hoped his confrontation with the
discase will serve as a “learning

experlence” for staff members, bai-
liffs, attorneys, police and others
with whom he meets daily, but for
whom AIDS may still seem a
distant, unfamiliar threat.

“Just maybe it will be a ]:I.I.:lu less

agency for homosexuals, and joined
ita board of directors In 1877,

Los Angeles County Supervisor
Ed Edelman appointed Schrader to
the AIDS Commission when it was
founded lour years ago, and
of the

foreign to them, d. “1
think it makes a difference to have
a picture of someone in your mind
who you've been connecled to in
some way, and who you've talked
to, and I think that makes it more
real.

Schrader, o Loa Angeles native,
has long been active in gay rights
causes, He ecarncd his law degree
from UCLA in 1973, afler an un-

te career at UC Berke-
ley, and went.to work in the Los
Angeles city altorney's office as its
first openly gay stafier,

He was appointed to the bench in
1980 by Gov. Edmund G. (Jerry)
Hrown Jr., largely at the urging of
Sheldon Arﬁ:un. a gay activist
with political connections.

Andelzon and Schrader had de-
veloped a lasting friendship over
the years before Andelson’s death
in 1987 of complications from

DS,

Schrader deseribes himself as
one of only five openly gay judges
in California, all Brown appointees.
In the early 1970s, he became
involved with the Los Angeles Gay
and Lesbian Community Services
Center, a leading social service

panel for lwn years until June. Two
other members of the commission
haveddied of AIDS.

As hai

‘attorney’s office, Edelman was
with Schrader in a meeting at the
United Way last month just hours
before he went to the hospital with
pneumonia, Schrader had delayed
his admission to the hospital to
attend the mecting, where he ad-

-voeated greater spending for AIDS

cies.
Edelman said he supported
] to 1

‘It changes your life to feel you're standing at the

edge of the abyss.’
RAND SCHRADER
Munlcipal Court judge
LTEE
fought a working as a way to help cducate
sistant Board of Supervisors to pay  people.
for increased AIDS research and to Friends and colleagues, sad-

supply bleach to intravenous drug

“Wllen Rand Schrader. speaks,
you've got to listen,” Edelman said.
“He got the board to listen and,
most of the time, agree with him.
Not always, but most of the time,
l{o apeaks with an ulnquuncc and

and a ‘

dened and d Schrader's
illness, say the judge has been able
to cope largely because of an
inexhaustible sense of humor and
spirit nlupl.{mkm.

"He's always up,” said
Municipal Judge Pnulc!n Collins,
who has worked closely with

der for the last 2% years,

not with bitterness.""
Edelman and Schrader have

known each other since the 1960s,

and the supervisor recommended
the judge for his job with the city

“After he told me, I looked for
signs to see whether it was affect-
ing him paychologically. He wns

L very upbeat, ve

he may just beat this."
Schrader credits the unflagging
support of family, friends and col-
leagues,
Yet, Schrader recounted difficult
moments, the brutal reminders

* that he might not live to see the

{:I!-: 2000, the pain of facing mor-
y.

“There are a lot of tears when
you really first get this informa-
tion, when you start taking it in,"
Schrader lal:l. “It changes your life
to feel you're standing at the edge
of the abyss.”

He said he has become more
serious, more caring, and more
aware that life is a gifL.

With his decision Lo go public,
some nc;:[visu{r “"pfémmﬂ
npeni.n.g imsell to e al
irrational fears that the discase can
Ectrmmllmd through casual con-

“1 can't imagine he won't face
[the ignorance and biases that)
most people who have AIDS face,
said Torie Osborn, executive -
tor of the Gay and Lesbian Com-
munity Services Center, But “the
more people who are prominent
who come out, the stronger the
statement [and] the mare we can

cut through the mythe and the.

AIDS phobla.”
Despite the pul!!lll.lui hﬂrdﬂhlp&
said his dh to

Jus Ty
think he is still of the opinion mu.

BO
public came naturally. After his

SCHRADER: Judge Hopes to Show That People With AIDS Can Still Be Productive

hospitalization last month, the ru-
mors started. He fell it was an
“appropriate” moment to begin
telling his family and close associ-
ates. For months, he had not talked
much aboul having tested positive
for HIV; it was another matior
onee he began experiencing symp-
toms of the disease.

“You've got to accepl what it
means, and what it means is that
you're moving in the wrong dirce-
tion health-wise,” he said.

Moreover, Schrader said he de-
cided that being less than candid
about his condition would be like
building a wall around himself,
leading to a double life that gays
have fought for years to overcome.
It would have left him more alone
and isolated.

Finally, he said, he felt an obli-
gation to the men and women who
have died of AIDS, and to those
who live with the disease.

“It became clear to me thal there
is a responsibility to other people
with AIDS and HIV to not make it
Iook like I'm frightened or ashamed
gr t|;|lf. I'm going to be intimidated

y the uences of belng open
ot this discase. N

“And, ultimately, keeping it to
myseli somehow suggests that. IF it
doesn't come out until you're dy-
ing, or you're dead, [then] that's
what people are left with.”

—
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LOS ANGELES

Clinic Named for AIDS

Activist Rand Schrader

The AIDS clinic at the Los Angeles
County-USC Medical Center has been
named in honor of Rand Schrader, a Los
Angeles municipal judge long active in

AIDS work.
The county Board of Supervisors

unanimously approved a motion Tuesday
to call the clinic, known as “5P21,” the
Rand Schrader Clinic in tribute to “his
courage, his vision and his tenacity.”

The motion notes that Schrader
pushed for the establishment of the clinic
and has served on the boards of a number
of community organizations.
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Rand Schrader, Judge and
Gay Activist, Dies at 48

m Law: AIDS claims
Municipal Court jurist.
‘He is remembered for
eloquence and tact in

fight for equal rights.

By BETTINA BOXALL
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Rand Schrader, one of the first
openly gay judges in California
and an eloquent champion of gay
and lesbian causes, died Sunday.
He was 48.

Schrader died at Century City
Hospital of complications from
AIDS, according to family friends.

A Los Angeles native, Schrader
was appointed to the Los Angeles
Municipal Court benth in 1980 by
former Gov. Edmund G. (Jerry)
Brown Jr. and continued to pre-
side there until April.

Schrader’'s gay activism and
determination to be open about
his sexuality dated from his days
as a law student at UCLLA in the
early 1970s.

“I went to the dean of the Law
School at UCLA and asked him:
‘Will I be admitted to the Bar if
I'm openly gay?' " Schrader re-
counted in an interview with The
Times last year. The dean, though
hardly enthusiastic about the

Please see SCHRADER, B3

ROBERT GABRIEL / Los Angeles Times

Municipal Court Judge Rand
Schrader, who died Sunday.

-~
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Continued from B1
idea, replied that he would.

“That's how frightened we were,” Schrader said,
recalling the early years of the gay movement, when
society and ils institutions were considerably less
tolerant of homosexuals.

Schrader did not retreat into the closet. After law
school he was hired by former Los Angeles City Atty.
Burt Pines as the first openly homosexual staff lawyer
in the office.

“He was a real pioneer,” Pines said. "There was a lol
of pressure on him being first. I was sure at the time
that the Police Department was scrutinizing him.

But it did not take long, Pines added, for Schrader to
dispel the worries. “He was a star performer. . . .Ina
relatively short period of lime he had the respect of
everyone he worked with, including real conservative
prosecutors who thought they could never work with
agay.”

gSt:!n‘afler headed the office’s criminal appellate
section before his appointment to the bench, all the
while practicing his own brand of gay activism.

“He brought tact, rather than ‘in your face,' " said
Morris Kight, a veteran gay activist. “He simply went
oul and acted out the role of an upwardly mobile,

(Xl

People in the office were nervous about the situation.” «

achieving person.”

Schrader believed that it was important to be openly
gay not just for his own sake, but for other gay people
as well. He held parties for gay law students to show
that there were happy, successful gay attorneys and
judges in the city.

“Wherever I've gone, I've been open about being
gay,” Schrader told The Times in 1984. “And when I
leave, people may not like me but they're not afraid of
me."”

Al the same time, he worked with a number of

ground-breaking gay and lesbian organizations.
He joined the boards of the Municipal Elections

= Committee of Los Angeles, the first gay political action
committee, and the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian
Community Services Center, helping it win public
funding. He was named one of the first members of the
Los Angeles County AIDS Commission, serving as
chairman for two years.

“He spoke with great eloquence and dignity on
causes that he believed in," said County Supervisor Ed
Edelman, who appointed Schrader to the commission.
Schrader was a driving force in the establishment of
the AIDS clinic at County-USC Medical Center, and
the clinic was recently renamed in his honor.

SCHRADER: Openly Gay Judge Who Was Activist Dies at48

“One of his greal impaliences dealt with the fact
that the counly was very slow in recognizing the
immensily of the [AIDS] epidemic and in taking care of .
those who could not afford service in the private
seclor,” said Rabbi Allen I. Freehling, who served on
the commission with Schrader and lobbied the Board
of Supervisors with him.

When Schrader was found to have the AIDS virus in
1991, he maintained his openness, going public with hig °
illness and continuing his judicial work. Just as he had
wanted to be a role model as a gay professional, he
sought to show that those with AIDS could lead.
productive lives.

Even when he became so weakened he had to use a
wheelchair, Schrader’s passion for the gay cause
endured. At the end of April he traveled to Washing-
ton with his longtime companion, businessman David
Bohnett, to take part in the largest gay rights march in’
the history of the nation. -

Schrader also is survived by his mother, Hildy -
Lustig of Camarillo; his father, whose name was not
provided by friends; a brother, Jon Schrader of Aptos,
and a sister-in-law, Marcy Schrader of Aptos.

Interment will be private. A memorial service will"
be planned.
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Event Brings an Outpouring of Pride, Love

II’VMMICI!P\BL QUINTANILLA
TIMES STAFF WRITER

D uring an emotionally charged evening of cele
bration and pride that included tributes 10
friends and lovers lost 1o AIDS, supparters of
the Los Angeles Gay & Lesblan Center were honored
Saturday at a gala that raised more than $450,000.

The center is the largest organization of its kind in
the world, tending to the health, legal, employment,
educational, cultural and social service needs of more
than 18,000 clients every month, said Gwenn A. Bald-
win, the center’s executive director.

More than 1,100 people—gay and straight—tumed
out in tueedos and gowns for the center's 26th anni-
versary ball ar the Westin Bonaventure Hotel in
downtown Los Angeles.

In a moving, and rousing, acceptance speech, Da
vid Bohnet, recipient of the Rand Schrader Di
guished Achievement Award—gi
championed and enhanced ( y
leshians—brought people to their feet, many
away (ears,

(Schrader, who died of AIDS in 1993, was the first

openly gay lawyer in the Los Angeles city attorney’s
office and one of the state’s first openly gay judges.
He also was Bohnett's partner. Schiad
of the center's Distinguished Achieven
ter named in his honor.)
“Eight years ago 1 sat at the back of a ballmom as
Rand accepted this award,"” Bohnent recalled. "1 loved
Randy with all my He was my beacon of truth
When he died, 1 did now how [ would go on. But
I did”

Less than two years after Schrader’s death, Bohnett
founded the Internet site GeoCitles, which provides
free home pages 1o Web users. This year Media
Metrix, an Intemnet ranking firm, named the shie as
rked on the Web, Six
od GeoCities Tor $4.5

Receiving the Corporate Vision Award for comba-
ing homophobia in the workplace and contributing 1o
gay and lesbian communities was MAC Cosmetics,
founded (n 1985, and now owned by Estee Lauder.
"MAC is more than a makeup company,” said john
Demsey, MAC. president. “We company with
soul and a strong supporter ividuality—all
races, all ages, all sexes.™

Lot Mg Ly A Lt o

David Bohnett accepts an achievement award from
the Los Angeles Gay & Leshian Center on Saturday.

Hie added that in the last five years, MAC has raised
more than $13 million f AIDS Fund
through sales of its popular " red lipstick
and its “Kids Helping Kids" g g cards program.

Guests included singers Loma Luft and Nell Carter,
state  Assemblywoman  Sheila  Kuehl  (D-Santa
Monical, Police Chiel Bernard Parks and City Coun-
cllwoman Jackie Goldberg. Comedy writer Bruce
Vilanch hosted; entertainment was provided by sing-
ers Taylor Dayne, Sam Harris, Michele Lee and fe-
male impersonator Charles Busch,

Michael Quintanilla can be reached by e-mail at
michael.quintanilla®@latimes.com.

Altorney-judge
Rand Schrader,
who died in
1483,

Eight years ago

I sat at the back
of a ballroom as
Rand accepted
this award . . . .
When he died,

I did not know
how I would
goon, But I did.

DAVID BOHNETT

Rand Schrader Distinguished
Achievemnent Award Recipient
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